Course Syllabus

English 9B

Instructor:  Maureen Mancuso

mmancuso@lvjusd.org
Granada High School, Room 106

Welcome to English 9B! In this course we will read a substantial amount of literature, write extensively, learn new vocabulary words, work on grammar and study poetry.  We will study some awesome writers including: Laurie Halse Anderson, Langston Hughes, William Shakespeare, Maya Angelou and Emily Dickinson to name just a few.

ENGLISH 9B COURSE DESCRIPTION 

English 9B is a literature-based course that meets the UC requirements as a college preparatory course.  We cover various themes including: topics of growing up, prejudice, friendship, courage, and good vs. evil, bullying, and cultural diversity.  The course work emphasizes the development of analytical thinking skills, information gathering, and writing proficiency through the comparisons of literature and with writing assignments of increased variety and complexity.

Granada Thinking Standards 
The Granada Thinking Standards are incorporated into the variety of ways we approach Literature Arts as a field of study. Every Granada student will be able to:

· follow and apply logical processes

· problem solve

· interpret and evaluate texts and data

· identify and evaluate chains of causality

· effectively communicate in a variety of  media

CORE LITERATURE:


Short Stories by various authors


Speak by Laurie Halse Anderson

The Tragedy of Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare 


Selected poetry, essays, speeches, and a novel of your choosing that is grade

             appropriate.


MATERIALS REQUIRED:  

· Students will need a three ring binder with dividers for the following categories:  1) Logs 2) Response to Literature 3) Vocabulary and Grammar 4) Journal Entries 5) Returned and Corrected Papers.

· College-ruled paper—81/2 by 11 No spiral rip-outs. Bring your own paper!

· Blue or black ink pens, pencils, and a highlighter

· Transparent sticky notes

EXPECTATIONS

Anytime people get together to work, there are expectations and procedures to follow. I have very simple expectations in my class:
· Any written work done outside of class that is a paragraph or more in length must be typed in order to receive credit.

· Be on time, be prepared, and be in your seat ready to work when the bell rings,
· No food or drink (H2O is OK) allowed in class. 

· Stay in your seat unless it is appropriate to leave.

· Follow all directions the first time they are given.

· Cell phones use is for educational purposes only. Please review classroom cell phone policy. 
· Do the work. Do not prevent anyone else from doing the work.
Students who make positive choices will find a safe and pleasant atmosphere in my classroom. However, when a student chooses to disregard our classroom expectations he or she will receive a consequence from me. Depending upon the circumstance I will either:  counsel the student privately, hold the student after class or after school, assign detention, assign a special assignment, change seating arrangements, contact a parent, or refer the student to the office for further action.  In addition to my classroom expectations, all school wide policies are followed and the Granada High School “Absolutes” apply absolutely.  Positive choices by students result in a happier experience for all of us.

CURRICULUM

The curriculum for this course is based upon the Livermore Valley Joint Unified School District Standards and Benchmarks.  These Standards and Benchmarks are California Common Core Standards for English.  Successful completion of this course with a grade “C” or better adequately prepares a student for the next level of English. 

COMMUNICATION

If at any time you have a question, comment, or suggestion, please do not hesitate to let me know. Please direct all correspondence to me at my school email address, which is mmanuso@lvjusd.org
LATE WORK/MAKE UP POLICY

Students are required to complete all assignments by specified deadlines. All assignments are due at the beginning of class. The English department’s policy is that all late work is penalized. The result of this policy in my class is that student work is marked down 20% for the first day a paper is turned in late, and marked down 40% (D-) D for an assignment that is two or more days late. In addition, please note the following:

No make-up work or late work from the first half of the trimester will be accepted after Progress Report (week 6).

No make-up work or late work from the second half of the trimester will be accepted after week ten of the trimester. This obviously includes work from the first half of the trimester as well.
Not turning in assignments is the number one cause of poor grade performance by students. So, be sure to turn in all your work in a timely fashion.

Students are expected to make up work when they have been absent. If a student has been out of class one day, he/she has one day to make up any work assigned on the day of the absence. Two days out means two days to make up the assignment and so forth.  

REMEMBER—IT IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE STUDENT TO FIND OUT WHAT WORK HE OR SHE IS MISSING.
ACADEMIC HONESTY

Academic honesty is highly valued.  Students are required to complete all their work individually unless otherwise directed by the teacher.  Cheating of any kind on an exam or quiz, copying homework, or engaging in plagiarism is not tolerated, and will result in an automatic zero and referral to the office. The Academic Honesty policy is located on our web page.
What is plagiarism?  It is representing another’s ideas, words, or work as your own. 

ATTENDANCE


Attendance is important: you must be in class to participate. Tardies and absences negatively affect your participation grade since you cannot participate when you are not in class.

PROGRESS REPORTS

Progress reports are issued at the halfway point of each quarter for any student with a D or F and in danger of failing.

DISCIPLINE

Disruptive behavior is not tolerated. I follow the discipline code as outlined by the policies of Granada High School.

STUDENT-PARENT-TEACHER CONTRACT

By signing below, we acknowledge that we have carefully read, understood, and will abide by the policies and expectations described above. 

Student Name (Print Clearly)

____________________________________________

Student Signature


____________________________________________

Parent or Guardian Name

____________________________________________

Parent or Guardian Signature

____________________________________________

Date


_________________________________________

Home Phone

_________________________________________

Work Phone

_________________________________________

Cell Phone

_________________________________________

Best Time to Call
_________________________________________

Parents’ or

_________________________________________

Guardians’ email




_________________________________________




_________________________________________

Thank you!

If you have any questions, comments, concerns, or wish to inform me of any special circumstances regarding your child please write a note below.

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

Due Date to Return Form:  Thursday March 5, 2020
