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LIVERMORE HIGH SCHOOL

Soil Chemistry

AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT 

Instructor: Mrs. Porter / 2019-2020
I.  Course Description:  Agriculture and Soil Chemistry 
This course explores the physical and chemical nature of soil as well as the relationships between soil, plants, animals and agricultural practices. Students will examine properties of soil and land and their connections to plant and animal production. Additionally, students will develop and present a capstone soil management plan for agricultural producers, using the content learned throughout the course. Throughout the course, students will be graded on participation in intracurricular FFA activities as well as the development and maintenance of an ongoing Supervised Agricultural Experience (SAE) program.
II. Class Polices:

A. Be in your seat and ready to work when the bell rings. If not you will be considered tardy. 

B. A three ring binder is required. It is to be kept neat and organized. 

C. Each student must bring a pencil or pen to class every day.

D. No food or drink allowed in classroom.

E. The classroom must be kept clean.

F. You must be in class to participate.

G. Cell phones need to be away during lecture and labs. 

III. Grading:

You will be graded on the following:

65% 
Classroom work. This includes homework, labs, quizzes and tests

10%
Projects
10%
Final Exam

5% 
FFA Participation 

5%

Supervised Agriculture Experience project. (SAE)

5%

Class Participation and Attendance. 

Letter grades will be assigned on the following scale.




94% and above  

= A




90% - 93%                  
= A-




87% - 89%                          = B+




84% - 86%
 

= B




80% - 83%                
= B-




77% - 79%


= C+




74% - 76%


= C




70% - 73%


= C-




67% - 69%


= D+




64% - 66%


= D




60% - 63%


= D-




59% and below

= F

IV. Tests:

1. Tests will be given at the completion of each unit of study.

2. Quizzes will be given weekly.
3. Final will be comprehensive.
4. Make up tests and quizzes are your responsibility to make up within one week of returning from school. You must make the arrangements. 

V.  Homework and class assignments: 
1. Late assignments will be discounted 30% - exception for excused absence
2. Assignments should be neat and complete.

VI. FFA Participation – 5% of grade.
1. Your enrollment in class automatically makes you an FFA member.

2. FFA is an integral part of this class; therefore, you are required to participate in various activities throughout the trimester. 

VII. SAE (Supervised Agricultural Experience) – 5% of your grade. 

1. All students required to have a project that relates to agriculture and requires 10 hours of labor. 

2. Must be approved by an advisor.

3. FFA record book required.

4. 5% of your grade.

VIII. Class Participation and Attendance: 

1. Students expected to attend class daily and to actively participate.

2. Points will be issued each day.

3. Students absent or tardy will not receive points.

4. Attendance will have an effect on your grade. 

IX. Classroom Behavior: 

1. Class rules will be posted and discussed. If a student breaks a rule he/she will be issued detention or referral. 

Student Signature: __________________________________ Date: _________

Parent(s)/ Guardian: _________________________________ Date: _________
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